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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1965 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1965* 

The  vital  statistics  are  presented  in  their  customary  form  and 
perusal  of  these  will  show  that  there  are  no  major  differences  from  the 
previous  year,  although  naturally,  the  details  differ. 

There  was  a small  drop  in  the  birth  rate,  although  the  level 
remained  slightly  above  the  national  average.  There  were  five  infant 
deaths  during  the  year  and  this  expressed  as  the  rate  per  1,000  is 
about  the  level  of  the  national  average. 

The  overall  death  rate  was  a little  higher  than  the  figure  for 
England  and  Wales,  but  not  significantly  so.  Over  half  the  deaths 
were  due  to  cardio  vascular  causes  and  vascular  lesions  of  the  central 
nervous  system,  and  nearly  one  death  in  six  was  due  to  malignant  causes. 

There  is  very  little  to  report  concerning  infectious  diseases. 

Only  one  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  notified.  A dramatic 
fall  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  will  be  seen  in  the  table  on 
Page  6. 

The  immunisation  and  vaccination  rate  in  the  Borough  is  satisfactory. 
There  are  now  very  few  children  indeed  who  do  not  receive  the  initial 
protection  against  the  severe  infectious  diseases. 

The  report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  lists  the  routine 
work  carried  out  by  the  department. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  since  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  more  attention  will  be  given  to 
housing  and  other  factors  concerning  the  health  of  the  District. 
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The  overall  housing  standards  in  the  Borough  show  a steadily 
increasing  improvement  each  year.  The  completion  of  a further  batch  of 
houses  by  the  Local  Authority,  together  with  the  steady  numbers  of 
improvement  and  discretionary  grants , all  help  to  achieve  a rising  standard 
of  housing. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  describes  in  detail  the  inspection  of 
food  and  food  premises.  It  is  these  routine  inspections  that  ensure  a 
good  overall  standard  being  maintained. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  report,  is  a record  of  the  Port  Health 
Authority  duties.  This  lists  the  factors  relevant  to  the  Borough's 
duties  as  a Port  Health  Authority. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  for 
their  interest,  to  the  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Council,  and  particularly  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their 
help  during  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  area  of  the  district  was  7jl26  acres. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  4,240. 

The  rateable  value  was  £366,8 04  and  the  sum  represented  by 
a penny  rate  was  £1,419. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  11,800  and  this  figure 
was  taken  when  calculating  the  Birth  and  Death  rate. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

97 

114 

211 

Illegitimate 

jS 

5 

11 

Totals  I03 

119 

222 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

Crude  Birth  Rate  multiplied  by  Comparability  Factor 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 


18.81 

19.56 

4.95 


Still  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


3-3 
3 E I 


Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
Total  live  and  still  births 


13.51 

223 


Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


3 2 5 

III 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  22.32 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  23*69 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births  22.32 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births  18.95 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 


Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per  1,000 

total  live  and  stillbirths  31 *11 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 


Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


4 


Deaths 


Males  Females  Total 
101  99  200 


Crude  Death 
Crude  Death 
Deaths  from 
Deaths  from 
Deaths  from 


Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

Rate  multiplied  by  comparability  factor 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Cancer 


16.94 

15.24 

28 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


Year 

Infant  Mortality  j England  and 

Number  of 

Infant  Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Wales  - Deaths  j 
under  1 year  j 
per  1,000  Live  i 
Births . 

1890 

39 

98 

1 

142  | 

1891  - 1900 

51 

134 

153 

1901  - 1910 

39 

115 

128 

1911  - 1920 

23 

88 

100 

1921  - 1930 

19 

74 

72 

1931  - 19^0 

10 

55 

59 

1940 

6 

30 

57 

1941 

12 

60 

60 

1942. 

9 

51 

51 

1943 

11 

51 

49 

1944 

4 

19.7 

45 

19^3 

9 

48.6 

46 

1946 

10 

41.8 

43 

1947 

10 

39.2 

41 

1948 

5 

21.19 

34 

1949 

1 

3.86 

32 

1950 

12 

48.58 

30 

1951 

6 

25.10 

30 

1932 

6 

25.00 

28 

1953 

7 

25.27 

27 

1934 

5 

19.76 

25 

1955 

9 

36.00 

25 

1956 

12 

44.11 

24 

1957 

6 

21.81 

23 

1958 

7 

21.73 

22 

1959 

4 

14.98 

22 

i960 

1 

3.63 

21  1 

1961 

6 

21.89 

21 

1962 

6 

21.05 

21 

1963 

4 

14.81 

21 

1964 

4 

15.87 

21 

1965 

5 

22.52 

19 
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CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Males  Females  Total 


Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

1 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

1 

- 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

- 

. - 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

4 

- 

4 

" " Stomach 

3 

3 

6 

" M Breast 

- 

4 

4 

" " Uterus 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

6 

8 

14 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

Diabetes 

- 

- 

- 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

10 

19 

29 

Coronary  Disease , Angina 

28 

13 

41 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

- 

3 

3 

Other  Heart  Disease 

17 

11 

28 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

4 

6 

10 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

8 

13 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

- 

- 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea^ 

- 

- 

- 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

- 

- 

- 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  Malformations 

l 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

12 

12 

24 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

2 

4 

All  other  Accidents 

3 

2 

3 

Suicide 

- 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

101 

99 

200 

POPULATION 


Population  (Census  l88l) 

13,961 

II 

If 

1891 

13,362 

If 

Tl 

1901 

13,437 

M 

11 

1911 

13,075 

If 

It 

1921 

12,985 

If 

11 

1931 

12,299 

II 

11 

1951 

12,550 

Housing  Survey  1936 

12,243 

Housing  Survey  1949 

12,455 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1949 

12,250 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1950 

12,370 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1951 

12,460 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1952 

12,650 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1953 

12,570 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1954 

12,570 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1955 

12,630 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1956 

12,670 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1957 

12,670 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1958 

12,620 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1959 

12,610 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  i960 

12,730 

(Population  (( 

Census  1961) 

12,200 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1962 

12,280 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1963 

12,080 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1964 

11,840 

R.G.  estimate 

of 

mid-year  1965 

11,800 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Measles  3 

Pneumonia 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  - 
Enteric  Fever 


Food  Poisoning 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Smallpox 
Erysipelas 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

Groups 

New  Cases  1 Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  i 

| Non-Pulmonary 

M F 

M F 

M F | 

1 M F 

0-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65+ 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Totals 

1 

- 

IT 

J 

Year 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

1950 

11 

1 

12 

1951 

10 

2 

12 

1 

1952 

10 

1 

11 

1953 

3 

3 

6 

1954 

8 

- 

8 

1955 

11 

2 

13 

1956 

9 

1 

10 

1957 

8 

2 

10 

1958 

13 

2 

15 

1959 

5 

1 

6 

i960 

17 

- 

17 

1961 

1 

- 

1 

1962 

- 

1 

1 

1963 

5 

- 

5 

1964 

2 

- 

2 

1965 

1 

- 

1 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 
North  No.  1 and  2 Areas 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  against 
poliomyelitis  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1965* 

Number  of  Persons 

3 Doses  - Oral  Vaccine  999 

Booster  dose  oral  1,094 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 
North  No  a 1 


Number  Vaccinated  during  Period  j 

Number 

Re-vaccinated 

| 

Under  j 

i i ! 

I!  j.  . | 

1 2-4  5-15  1 Total 

' Under  1 

1 1 1 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

1 

Total  | 

. . 1 i 

44  ! 123  l 

! ! 1 

35  1 4 | 206 

* ; 

. 1 

I 

8 

7 

15  i 

1 

IMMUNISATION 


Primary  Immunisation.  : Secondary (Reinforcing) Injections  j 


i 

(Under 

I 1 

i 

1 1 

2 

| 3 

4-7 

8-16 i Total 

Under; 

1 j 

1 

2 

3 

j 4-7 

8-16 

1 

Total 

1 Diphtheria 
j 

1 

! - 

! 

| - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

' 1 

| 

~ 

- 

- 

j 2 

1 

3 

Diphtheria, 
Whooping 
Cough  and 
Tetanus 

146 

203 

14 

10 

1 

2 

376 

- 

8 

57 

11 

84 

I 

10 

170 

Diphtheria 
and  Tetanus 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

4 

6 

- 

- 

34 

12 1 

1 

i 

1 231 

12 

289 

Tetanus 

i 

- 

- 

- 

5 

11 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

I 

| 146  j 

204 

14 

10 

7 

17 

398 

1 

8 

91 

23 

317 

24 

463 

B.C.G.  Vaccinations 


Berwick  Borough  338 

Belford  R.D.  88 

Glendale  R.D.  112 

Norham  and  Islandshires  R.D.  1 

Total 539 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

1963 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed 
Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1965* 

It  has  been  set  out  as  required  by  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/66. 

An  effort  was  made  to  carry  out  an  initial  inspection  of  the  majority  of 
premises  registered  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 
and  a few  remained  uninspected  at  the  close  of  the  year.  There  is  still 
quite  an  amount  of  'follow-up'  work  to  be  done  in  this  sphere. 

In  October  with  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Geoffrey  Barker  as  an  Assistant 
Public  Health  Inspector,  it  was  possible  to  devote  more  attention  to  housing 
matters. 

This  opportunity  is  taken  to  record  my  thanks  to  members  of  the 
Council,  colleagues  in  other  departments,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  my  staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  HALLEY 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Company  were  responsible  for  the 
supply  of  water  to  the  Borough*  The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  supply 
was  satisfactory.  Twenty-eight  samples  of  water  were  examined  all 
with  one  exception  being  classified  as  of  ’excellent'  bacteriological 
quality.  The  one  unsatisfactox-y  sample  was  on  further  investigation 
proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

All  supplies  were  chlorinated  and  additional  treatment  applied  to 
neutralize  the  corrosive  nature  of  the  water  from  Murton  and  Thornton 
Boreholes.  The  supplies  were  not  considered  plumbo-solvent  and  springs 
and  boreholes  were  protected  against  contamination. 

The  laboratory  reports  on  three  samples  of  water  from  separate 
sources  in  the  Borough  were  as  follows :- 


Sample  from: 

Brandy  Well 
Dock  Road 

Murton 

Borehole 

Thornton 

Borehole 

pH  value 

_ 6:g-  - 

6.9 

Free  CO^ 

Hardness:-  as  CaCO^ 

39 

25 

29 

Total 

174 

102 

114 

Carbonate 

66 

100 

128 

Non-Carb  onat  e 

108 

2 

16 

Calcium 

98 

96 

80 

Magnesium 

76 

46 

64 

Alkalinity  as  CaCO^ 

66 

100 

128 

Sulphates  as  SO^ 

88 

28 

92 

Chlorides  as  Cl 

4o 

27 

27 

Ammonia  Nitrogen  as  N 

- 

- 

- 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  as  N 

- 

- 

- 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  as  N 

4.4 

4.0 

4.8 

Metals : Iron 

absent 

absent 

absent 

Manganese 

(0.05 

(0.05 

(0.05 

Fluorides  as  F 

(0.1 

absent 

absent 

Colour  °Hazen 

9 

1 

0 

Turbidity 

0 

1 

0 

Concentrations  in  parts  per  million 
The  position  at  the  close  of  the  year  concerning  supply  of  water  to 
domestic  premises  was  as  follows:- 


i 

Number  of 

I Approximate 

j | 

houses 

Population 

j Water  supply  in  house  j 

4,199 

11,689 

! By  standpipe 

19 

53  1 

1 By  other  means  ! 

22 

62 j 
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SEWERAGE 

No  extensions  were  made  to  sewers  but  contractors  were  being  asked  to 
tender  for  work  to  overcome  the  problem  of  silting-up  of  a sewer  out-fall  at 
the  Mouth  of  the  River  Tweed. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  were  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Area  surveys  and  treatments  were  carried  out  by  a part-time  rodent 
operator.  One  small  section  of  sewerage  system  was  treated  with 
fluoroacetamide.  A test  baiting  of  sewers  showed  "no  takes"  confirming  the 
efficiency  of  the  latter  poison  in  control  of  rats  in  sewers.  To  infested 
premises,  4f>3  visits  were  made  and  956  premises  were  surveyed. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1961  - SECTION  7 4 - PIGEONS 

Despite  quarterly  'treatments'  and  the  destruction  of  over  2,000  pigeons 
there  still  remained  considerable  nuisance  from  these  birds. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I 

Information  relating  to  number  of  premises  on  register  and  work  done 
iinder  the  provisions  of  this  Act  is  set  out  in  Appendix  2. 

THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  REGULATIONS,  I96I 

Registered  premises  remained  at  three  during  the  year.  One  of  the  three 
samples  taken  under  this  Regulation  failed  to  satisfy  the  prescribed 
test  but  a follow-up  sample  was  satisfactory. 

HOUSING 

Housing  inspections  totalled  474. 

Five  houses  were  the  subjects  of  Demolition  Orders  and  two  undertakings 
were  accepted  not  to  relet  unfit  houses.  Two  Closing  Orders  were 
determined.  Seventy-one  informal  notices  were  served  on  housing  matters. 

The  progress  made  on  improving  houses  by  means  of  housing  grants 


is  shown  overleaf. 
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Descretionary  Grants  No.  of  separate  houses 


Applications  received  during  year  22 

Applications  rejected  1 

Applications  approved  21 

Approximate  average  grant  per  house  £235 

Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant 

since  inception  of  scheme  175 

Standard.  Grants  During  the  Total  to 

year  date 

Number  of  separate  houses  for  which 

grants  have  been  made  10  37 

Number  of  houses  provided  with 

a)  Bath  or  shower  8 33 

b)  Wash  hand  basin  8 33 

c)  Hot  water  supply  8 29 

d)  Water  closet  9 34 

e)  Food  store  7 27 

Publicity  on  housing  grants  was  effected  by  the  Mobile  Display  Unit 


of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government  and  through  the  local  press. 

Shared  sanitary  accommodation  was  still  used  by  404  families  and  at 
31  houses  chemical  or  pail  closets  were  in  use.  The  incidence  of  shared 
W.C.  accommodation  was  as  follows 


Number  of  families 

Number  of  Cases 

| Total  number  of  1 

sharing  one  W.C. 

families  concerned 

2 

162 

324 

3 

20 

60 

4 

5 

20 

Total  at  31 0 12. 65 

4o4 

Total  at  31.12.64 

420 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  i960 


During  the  season  31  visits  were  made  to  caravan  sites  and  in 
connection  with  the  use  of  unlicensed  sites.  Informal  notices  were 
served  on  five  occasions.  These  related  mainly  to  fire  fighting 
equipment  and  were  complied  with.  One  more  site  licence  was  granted. 
This  will  bring  the  number  of  such  sites  to  five  and  when  the  most 
recent  site  is  fully  developed  there  will  be  accommodation  for 
1,274  caravans  and  chalets.  This  should  cater  adequately  for  this  type 
of  accommodation  but  provision  is  needed  for  camping  facilities  as  this 
form  of  holiday  accommodation  is  on  the  increase. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  routine  work  of  meat  inspection  at  the  four  slaughterhouses 
necessitated  83^  visits  to  those  premises.  In  addition  55  other 
inspections  were  made  to  inspect  foodstuffs.  A total  of  11  tons.  15  cwts. 

1 qr.  1st.  11  lbs.  7 ozs.  of  food  was  condemned  much  of  it  resulting  from 
the  increase  in  casualty  animals  being  slaughtered  at  one  of  the  slaughter- 
houses. 

There  were  21  slaughtermen  licensed  during  the  year. 

Contact  was  made  with  all  premises  handling  corned  beef  when  it  was 
reported  that  suspect  6 lb.  tins  of  this  commodity  had,  by  mistake,  been 
distributed  from  a depot  in  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  None  of  these  tins 
was  found  in  the  Borough. 

Investigation  was  undertaken  on  two  alleged  cases  of  food  poisoning  but 
no  proof  was  found  for  the  allegations. 

A campaign  was  launched  to  discourage  the  practice  of  taking  dogs  into 
food  premises.  The  food  trade  co-operated  well  by  displaying  appropriate 
notices  in  shops  and  cafes  and  some  degree  of  success  was  noted. 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  was  kept  under  review,  3^ 
samples  of  this  product  being  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and 
subjected  to  Methylene  Blue  Tests.  The  results  by  Grades  were  as  follows :- 

Grade  I - 23 j Grade  II  - 8,  Grade  III  - 2,  Grade  IV  - 1 

The  grade  IV  sample  was  traced  to  a defective  valve  in  a soft-ice- 
cream machine  which  reduced  the  effectiveness  of  the  sterilizing  routine. 

The  use  of  the  machine  was  suspended. 

With  one  exception  all  eighteen  of  the  pasteurised  egg  samples  passed 
the  Alpha- Amylase  Test.  Further  sampling  from  the  same  source  as  the 
sample  which  had  failed  resulted  in  satisfactory  samples  being  obtained. 

Two  complaints,  one  regarding  a dirty  milk  bottle  and  the  other 
concerning  the  condition  of  milk  purchased  from  a milk  vending  machine  were 
referred  to  the  Local  Authority  of  the  area  in  which  the  milk  was  bottled 
and  produced.  In  both  cases  action  was  taken  by  that  Authority  to 
prevent  further  complaints. 


Investigation  was  undertaken  into  the  alleged  contamination  of  the 
contents  of  a bottle  of  lemonade  but  no  proof  of  contamination  was  found 
when  the  contents  were  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1936 

Apart  from  two  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  concerning  very 
localised  areas,  no  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act.  In  the  two 
cases  mentioned  the  co-operation  of  the  persons  involved  was  obtained 
and  no  further  complaints  received. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  SHIP  REGULATIONS,  1952 

Appendix  6 sets  out  the  information  concerning  shipping  required 
by  statute.  It  will  be  noted  no  infectious  disease  was  reported  and 
de-ratting  certificates  were  all  satisfactory. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

As  will  be  seen  from  statistics  in  Appendix  7 the  bulk  of  the  first 
general  inspections  was  carried  out  during  1965 . Although  all  registered 
premises  had  not  received  an  initial  inspection  by  the  close  of  the  year 
it  was  considered  advisable  to  re- inspect  some  of  those  inspected  early  on 
to  avoid  too  long  a gap  between  the  initial  inspection  and  the  follow-up 
visits. 

During  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  50  specific  visits  were 
made  to  registered  premises  to  undertake  light  meter  readings  and  make 
assessments  on  the  adequacy  of  lighting  as  required  by  Supplement  No.  1 of 
Circular  9 issued  under  this  Act.  Statistical  details  were  included  in 
the  separate  Annual  Report  required  under  the  Act  but  generally  it  can.  be 
said  that  front  shops  and  offices  were  found  to  be  adequately  lighted. 

Back  shops  and  stock  rooms  showed  wide  variation  in  meter  readings  which 
in  many  cases  was  due  to  light  obstruction  by  goods  and  fittings  on  which 
goods  were  stored.  Stairs  appear  to  present  a particular  problem  of 
obtaining  uniform  intensity  of  lighting.  Lighting  of  sanitary  accommod- 
ation was  given  least  attention  and  a standard  pitched  intentionally  high 
would  seem  advisable.  It  is  hoped  that  the  making  of  Regulations  fixing 
lighting  standards  for  various  types  of  accommodation  will  not  be  too  long 
delayed. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1930 

The  opportunity  was  taken  during  inspections  under  the  Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  to  check  on  hours  of  employment  of  young 
persons  and  the  other  sections  of  the  1950  Act  remaining  operative.  Generally 
these  were  being  observed  and  only  minor  contraventions  found. 

Complaints  of  contravening  Section  47  of  the  Act  which  relates  to 
Sunday  Trading  were  investigated  and  reminders  sent  to  traders  concerned 
in  the  particular  class  of  business.  Considerable  publicity  was  given 
to  the  issues  involved  which,  if  it  achieved  little  else,  did  spotlight  the 
need  to  amend  the  law  governing  Sunday  Trading. 

THE  PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACTS,  1928  and  1936 

As  in  previous  years  the  total  licensed  petroleum  storage  increased 
during  1965*  The  totals  amounted  to  63,970  gallons  of  petroleum  and  1,200 
gallons  of  petroleum  mixtures.  The  comparative  figures  for  1964  were 
57i713  and  1,170  respectively. 

All  licensed  premises  were  inspected  at  least  once  during  the  yean. 

A total  of  90  inspections  were  made  and  13  ullage  tests  carried  out.  As  a 
result  of  tests  one  double  compartment  underground  tank  was  found  to  be 
leaking  and  taken  out  of  use.  It  was  rendered  safe  by  filling  with  sand. 

One  other  complaint  of  leakage  of  pretrol  wa s thoroughly  investigated  but 
no  justification  for  the  complaint  was  found. 

Twenty-eight  petroleum  licenses  and  eight  petroleum  mixture  licences 
were  issued. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1961  SECTION  27(1)  - RUINOUS  & DILAPIDATED  BUILDINGS 

One  Statutory  Notice  was  served  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  I96I  - BYELAWS  AS  TO  HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS 

There  were  20  premises  in  the  Borough  to  which  these  Byelaws  applied, 
thirteen  ladies  hairdressers  and  the  remainder  barbers.  The  opportunity  was 
taken  during  inspections  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 
1963  to  ensure  that  the  Byelaws  were  being  observed. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

Two  premises  are  registered  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  above-named  Act. 
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APPENDIX  1 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  AND  NOTICES  ISSUED  ETC. 


Number  of  complaints  received:-  251 

Visits  and  Inspections  regarding 

Complaints  and  nuisances  192 

Disinfestations  2 

Factories  21 

Food  Premises  135 

Houses  474 

Ice-cream  manufacture  3 

Petroleum  storage  90 

Rodent  infested  premises  453 

Ships  10 

Shops  132 

Slaughterhouse  - Inspections  10 

Slaughterhouse  - Meat  Inspections  834 

Smoke  Obsevation  2 

Tents  and  Caravans  31 

Notices  Served:- 

Informal  316 

Statutory  8 

APPENDIX  2 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Inspections 

Written  I Occupiers 

Register 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

1.  Factories  in  which 

Section,  1,2, 3*4  & 6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority 

12 

2 

"" 

2.  Factories  not  inclu- 

ded in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority 

75 

19 

11 

- 

3«  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises 

2 

- 

- 

Totals 

&9 

21 

11  1 

1 - 1 

16 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


1 Number  of  cases  in  which 

Number 

i 

defects  were 

: found 

of  cases 

Referred 

in  which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied  1 

j To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prose- 

Insp- 

Insp- 

cutions 

ector 

ector 

were  in- 
stituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

defective 

9 

- 

- 

2 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

13 

- 

- 

2 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  - OUTWORK  - SECTIONS  133  and  134 


Section  133 

Section  134 

j No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

! No.  of 

1 

Outworkers 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instan- 

Nature of 

in  August 

default 

tions 

ces  of 

Notices 

Prose- 

work 

list  required 

in  sending 

for 

work  in 

served 

cutions 

by  Section 

lists  to 

failure 

unwhole 

133  CD  (c) 

the  Council 

to  supply 

-some 

lists 

premises 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  apparel 

Making,  etc. 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cleaning  and 
Washing 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

r 


APPENDIX  3 


HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  4,240 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  1,797 


Houses  demolished  (a)  in  Clearance  Areas 

(b)  not  in  Clearance  Areas  12 

Houses  closed 

Number  of  dwellings  in  Clearance  Orders  confirmed 

Number  of  dwellings  on  which  Demolition  Orders  made  5 

Number  of  dwellings  on  which  Closing  Orders  made 

Number  of  undertakings  accepted  not  to  re-let  houses  2 

Houses  made  fit  (a)  after  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  9 

(b)  after  formal  action  by  Local  Authority  1 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

(1)  Discretionary  Grants 

(a)  Applications  submitted 

22 

(b)  Applications  approved 

21 

(2)  Standard  Grants 

(a)  Applications  submitted 

10 

(b)  Applications  approved 

10 

18 


HOUSES  ERECTED  1921  - I965 


Year 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

By  Local 
Authority 

Prefabricated 
Tem.  Houses 

| Total  | 

1921 

1 

22 

. 

1 

23 

1922 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1923 

- 

24 

1 

24 

1924 

4 

32 

- 

36 

1925 

20 

72 

- 

92 

1926 

12 

26 

- 

38 

1927 

1 

97 

- 

98 

1928 

25 

51 

- 

76 

1929 

4 

- 

- 

4 

1930 

7 

16 

- 

23 

1931 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1932 

- 

60 

- 

60 

1933 

20 

8 

- 

28 

1934 

32 

- 

- 

32 

1935 

42 

24 

- 

66 

1936 

58 

76 

- 

134 

1937 

33 

100 

- 

133 

1938 

37 

178 

- 

215 

1939 

25 

30 

- 

55 

1940 

4 

- 

- 

4 

1941-5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1946 

1 

- 

50 

51 

1947 

14 

64 

- 

78 

1948 

1 

142 

- 

143 

1949 

11 

68 

- 

79 

1950 

12 

74 

- 

86 

1931 

20 

48 

- 

68 

1952 

11 

78 

- 

89 

1933 

9 

74 

- 

83 

1954 

7 

67 

- 

74 

1935 

10 

51 

- 

61 

1956 

4 

56 

- 

60 

1937 

1 

45 

- 

46 

1958 

5 

53 

- 

58 

1959 

47 

24 

- 

71 

i960 

36 

48 

- 

84 

1961 

5 

26 

- 

31 

1962 

1 

14 

- 

15 

1963 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1964 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1963 

1 

37 

- 

38 

Total 

524 

1,785 

50 

2,359 
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APPENDIX  4 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL- INSPECTED  .AND  CONDEMNED  j 

! 

j Cattle 

Exclud- 
! ing  Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

| Pigs 

! i ! 

{Calves  j Total 

1 ! ! 

Number  killed 
j and  inspected 

1 



1,364 

137 

5,996 

3,986 

28 

. 

H,5H  j 

I 

1 

A.  All  diseases 
except  Tuber- 

culosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

9 

11 

85 

1 

32 

I 

| 

i 4 

1 

1 

i 

1 ! 

141  j 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

106 

13 

111 

44.1 

! 

i 

2 

i 

i 

| 

673 ! 

1 

Percentage  of 
the  number  ins- 
pected affected 
with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

8 = 43% 

17=51% 

3®  26% 

11=86% 

21=42% 

1 

7.07% 

B.  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcase  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

i 

84 

84  i 

Percentage  of 
the  number 
inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

2.10% 

1 

i 

0.729^ 

i 

C.  Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

I 

! 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
| organ  was 

j condemned 

2 

2 

| 

j 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED 


Beef  (home  killed) 
Mutton  (home  killed) 
Pork  (home  killed) 
Tinned  Goods 
Others 
Poultry 


12,207  lbs. 

3,946  lbs. 

6,270  lbs. 

361  lbs.  2 ozs. 
154  lbs.  5 ozs. 
3,357  lbs. 


Total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  - lltons  13cwt.  lqr.  1st.  11  lbs*  7ozs« 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16:- 

(a)  For  the  manufacture,  storage  or  sale  of  ice-cream  40 

(b)  For  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages 

or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  13 

The  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1959 

Sampling 


(a)  Number  of  samples  taken  3^ 

(b)  Number  of  samples  in  Provisional  Grade  1 23 

(c)  Number  of  samples  in  Provisional  Grade  11  8 

(d)  Number  of  samples  in  Provisional  Grade  111  2 

(e)  Number  of  samples  in  Provisional  Grade  IV  1 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  types  and  number  of  food  premises  in  the 
Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year :- 


Aerated  water  manufacturers  1 

Bakeries  3 

Bakers  Shops  10 

Butchers  Shops  12 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  14 

Confectioners  shops  17 

Fish  and  Chip  shops  10 

Fish  Merchants  7 

Food  packers  4 

Fruiterers  and  Green  grocers  9 

Grocers  29 

Hotels  16 

Ice-cream  factories  4 

Licensed  clubs  2 

Public  Houses  33 

School  kitchens  8 

Slaughterhouses  4 

Sweet  manufacturers  1 

Wholesale  dealers  and  warehouses  4 

Total 190 


Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

Number  of  registered  dairies 


22 
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APPENDIX  6 


PORT. HEALTH  AUTHORITY  DUTIES,  1965 

Section  1 - Staff 


— 

| Name  of  Officer 

Nature  of 
Appointment 

Date  of 
Appointment 

i Qualific- 
ations 

j Any  other 

Appointments 

held 

Dr.  J.  McCormack 

M.O.H. 

7.11.60  . 

M.B. ,B.S. , 

D.P.H. 

Area  Executive 

M.O.H. 

D.S.  Halley 

Chief  P.H.I. 

16.  5.47 

M.R.S.H., 

M. A. P.H.I. 

Shops  Inspector  & 
Petroleum  Inspector 

G.  Barker 

Additional 

P.H.I. 

20.  9.65 

Cert. P.H.I . 

E.B. 

_ 

Miss  E.  McCleary 

Clerkess 

2.11.64 

- 

- 

Address  and  Telephone  Nos.  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health :- 

The  Close,  West  Acres,  Alnwick.  Telephone  Nos.  - Alnwick  2480  (Horae) 

" 2263  (Office) 

Berwick  6406 

Section  11  - Amount  of  Shipping  entering  district  during  the  year 


1 Number  inspected 

by 

Number  of  Ships  j 

reported  as 

Ships 

From 

Number 

Tonnage 

M.O.H. 

P.H.I. 

having  had 
during  the 
voyage  infectious 
diseases  on  board 

Foreign 

Ports 

27 

5,948 

_ 

10 

_ 

Coast- 

wise 

28 

5,917 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

55 

11,865 

- 

10 

! 

Section  111  - Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  year 

Passenger  Traffic  Number  of  passengers  inwards  - 2 

Number  of  passengers  outwards  - nil 

Cargo  Traffic  Principal  imports  - Shell  fertiliser,  timber, 

basic  slag,  cooked  wheat 
flake  and  maize 

Principal  exports  - Barley  and  scrap  metal 

Principal  ports  from  which 
ships  arrive 


Section  IV  - Inland  Barge  Traffic 


NIL 


Rotterdam,  Ymuiden, 
Arkangel,  Dunkirk, 
Skoghall,  Mantyluoto 
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Section  V - Water  Supply 

1.  Source  of  supply  for  (a)  district  - Deep  Wells 

(b)  shipping  - From  Main  Supply  to  Borough 

2*  Regular  sampling  of  Borough  supply  shows  it  to  be  of  satisfactory  Chemical 
and  Bacteriological  quality. 

3.  No  particular  precautions  to  prevent  contamination  of  hydrants  and 
hose-pipes  considered  necessary. 

4.  No  water-boats  are  used  in  the  Port.  Water  being  supplied  to  ships 
direct  by  hydrant  from  the  Borough  Main. 

Section  VI  - Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1932 

1.  The  weekly  record  of  Quarantinable  Diseases  is  available  to  the  Pilot  and 
Customs  Officer  if  required  and  a summary  is  sent  to  them  every  six  weeks. 

2.  Arrangements  exist  with  the  Shipping  Agents:-  Messrs.  W.N.  Lindsay  Ltd., 
to  forward  to  the  M.O.H.  any  message  concerning  infectious  disease 
received  by  radio  prior  to  arrival  of  a ship. 

3.  H.M.  Customs  Officer  has  agreed  to  forward  to  the  M.O.H.  any  flag  or 
morse  signal  concerning  infectious  disease. 

4.  Mooring  Stations :- 

(1)  Anchorage  outside  Berwick  Harbour  (Outer  mooring) 

(2)  Tweed  Dock  (Inner  Mooring) 

The  following  standing  instructions  have  been  issued  regarding  these 
mooring  stations :- 

(I)  Any  ship  with  Cholera,  Plague,  Yellow  Fever,  Typhus  or 
Smallpox  on  board  shall  proceed  to  the  anchorage  (1). 

(II)  Where  a ship  whether  foreign  going  or  not  arrives  in 
Berwick  from  a foreign  port  and  it  appears  in  answer 
to  questions  or  otherwise  that 

a)  During  the  voyage  or  last  6 weeks  of  the  voyage  there 
has  been  on  the  ship  a death  from  illness  suspected  to  be 
any  of  the  five  above  mentioned  diseases,  she  shall  proceed 
to  the  appointed  Mooring  Station  (Tweed  Dock)  (2). 

b)  During  the  voyage  or  last  6 weeks  of  same,  plague  has 
occurred  or  been  suspected  amongst  rats  or  mice  on  the 
ship  or  sickness  or  death  not  attributable  to  poison 
or  other  methods  of  destruction  has  occurred  amongst 
rats  or  mice  on  the  ship,  she  shall  proceed  to  her 
appropriate  Mooring  Station  (Tweed  Dock)  (2). 

c)  The  ship  has  1)  called  at  a port  or  seaboard  included 
in  the  weekly  return  of  infected  or  suspected  ports  or 
seaboards  but  reports  'all  well'  during  the  voyage  and 
arrives  with  no  sickness  on  board,  unless  a written 
notice  to  the  contrary  has  been  delivered  to  the  Customs 
Officer  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officer  or  2)  has 
on  board  a case  of  minor  infectious  disorder  namely :- 
Chicken  pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  enteric 
fever,  pneumonia,  tuberculosis,  mumps,  cerebro-spinal  fever, 
erysipelas,  malaria  or  dysentery,  she  will  be  permitted 

to  proceed  to  her  ordinary  place  of  mooring,  load  or 
discharge,  and  be  granted  modified  pratique,  the  Medical 
Officer  being  informed. 
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5«  a#  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  disease  (other  than  small- 
pox): Walkergate  Infectious  Disease  Hospital, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

b.  Notification  made  to  Area  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  district 
to  which  contact  is  proceeding  and  arrangements  made  to  notify 

if  change  of  address  of  contact  is  pending  or  destination  uncertain. 

c.  Cleansing  and  disinfection  would  be  carried  out  of  ship  cabins 
by  spraying  methods  and  clothing  disinfected  by  fumigation  at 
hospital.  No  steam  disinfection  available  in  Borough. 

Section  Vll  - Smallpox 

1.  Hospital  to  which  cases  are  sent:- 

LANGLEY  PARK  HOSPITAL, 

LANGLEY  PARK, 

Nr.  DURHAM  CITY 

2.  Northumberland  County  Council  Ambulances  from  Ambulance  Centre, 

Berwick  upon  Tweed  available. 

Vaccinal  state  of  crews:-  Last  vaccinated  26. 11. 63  (l) , 23*2.65  ( l) , 

30.  3.65  (2) 

3.  Consultant:-  Dr.  W.  Minns,  County  Hall,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

4.  Laboratory  diagnosis:-  The  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Colindale  Avenue,  The  Hyde,  London,  N.W.9. 

or  Department  of  Bacteriology, 

University  of  Edinburgh,  Teviot  Row,  Edinburgh, 8. 

Section  Vlll  - Venereal  Disease 


Diagnosis  and  treatment  available  at:  WARD  34,  GENERAL  HOSPITAL, 

WESTGATE  ROAD, 

NEWCASTLE  UPON  TYNE. 

Monday  to  Friday  9*30  a.m.  - 12  noon,  2 p.m.  - 7 p.m. 

Saturday  9*30  a.m.  - 1 p.m. 

Section  IX  - Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  on  ships 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  on  ships  during  the  year. 
Section  X - Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  Malaria  on  ships 


No  cases  of  Malaria  were  noted  as  occurring  on  ships. 

Section  XI  - Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  Plague 

There  were  no  ships  in  port  infected  or  suspected  of  Plague. 

Section  Xll  - Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 

1.  Although  not  a "designated  approved  port"  De-ratting  Certificates  are 
examined  and  by  visual  inspection  of  stores,  galley,  crews  quarters  and 
hold,  the  extent,  if  any,  of  rodent  infestation  is  ascertained. 

2.  Bacteriological  and  pathological  examination  of  rats  for  Plague  can 
be  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  General  Hospital, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

No  rats  were  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 
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3*  No  arrangements  are  made  for  de-ratting  ships.  If  Certificates  are 
required  ships  are  diverted  to  a designated  approved  port  and  the  Port 
Health  Authority  notified. 

4.  No  action  was  taken  concerning  the  rat  proofing  of  ships  during  the 
year. 


No  rats  were  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports, 
there  being  no  evidence  of  rat  infestation  on  any  ships  entering  Berwick 
Harbour. 

As  Berwick  is  not  a designated  approved  port  this  section  regarding 
De-ratting  Certificates  does  not  apply. 

Section  Xlll  - Inspection  of  ships  for  Nuisances 

During  the  ten  inspections  made  to  ships  in  the  Port  no  nuisances 
were  found. 

Section  XIV  - Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations,  1934-48 


There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Borough. 

Section  XV  - Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens 

This  section  is  not  applicable  to  Berwick  upon  Tweed. 

Section  XVI  - Miscellaneous 


The  Mortuary  at  the  Infirmary,  Berwick  upon  Tweed  is  available  for 
persons  dying  on  board  ship.  Post  Mortem  examinations  can  be  carried  out 
at  Ashington  if  necessary.  There  are  two  cemeteries  in  the  Borough  where 
interments  can  be  made. 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


